From the Commentary of the Two Jalals on Quran 12 - Joseph
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This sira is Makkan save for “ayat 1, 2, 3 and 7 which are Medinan. It has 111 “ayat and was revealed after
Sarat Hid.
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1 °Alif, Lam, Ra. Allah knows best the meaning of these letters. Those are the signs of the Clear Book “ayar
of the Qur°an. It is clear in that is makes the truth clear from falsehood.
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2 We have sent it down as an Arabic Qur’an in the Arablc language so that perhaps you O people of Makkah
will use your intellect and understand its meanings.
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3 We tell you the best of stories in revealmg this Qur an to you, even though you were unaware of it before it
came.
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4 Remember when Joseph told hlS father Jacob, “Father, I saw in a dream eleven bright stars, and the sun
and the moon as well. I saw them all prostrate in front of me.” The masculine plural sajidin is used in
‘prostrate’ even though it is usually only used for people not other things.
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5 He said, “My son, do not tell your brothers your dream lest they devise some scheme to injure you. They
might devise some way to destroy you out of envy because they might interpret the dream as the stars

representing them, the sun your mother, and the moon your father. Satan is a clear enemy to man with clear
enmity.
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6 Accordingly as shown by your dream your Lord will pick you out choose you and teach you the true
meaning of events the interpretation of dreams and perfectly fulfil his blessing prophethood on you as well as
on the family of Jacob, as He fulfilled it perfectly before by bestowing prophethood upon your forebears,
Abraham and Isaac. Most certainly your Lord is Knowing of his creation, Wise in what He does to them.”
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7 In Joseph and his twelve brothers there are Signs for everyone of those who wishes to ask and reflect. ..
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21 The Egyptian Qatfir, the °Aziz who had bought him told his wife Zulaykha, “Look after him with honour
and respect among our family. It is possible he will be of use to us or perhaps we might adopt him as a son”
He was celibate. And thus by saving Joseph from being killed and rescuing him from the well and making the
heart of ©Aziz incline toward him We established Joseph in the land of Egypt so that he could convey what he
conveyed and to teach him the true meaning of events dream interpretation. God is in control of His affair
and has the power to do anything He wishes, but most of mankind the unbelievers do not know that.
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22 And then when he became a full grown man of thirty or thirty-three years of age, We gave him knowledge
— knowledge of the din before endowing him with prophethood, and right judgement wisdom too. That is how
We reward all doers of good.
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23 The woman whose house it was Zulaykha solicited him to have sexual intercourse with her. She barred the
doors of the room and said “Come over here (read in Aramaic as hi’ta lak, hita lak, and haytu lak)!” He said,
“God is my refuge!” 1 seck refuge in God from doing that! He the one who bought me is my lord and has
been good to me where I live, and 1 will not betray him with his wife. Those who do wrong by committing
adultery will surely not succeed.”
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24 She wanted to have sexual intercourse with him and he would have wanted to with her, had he not seen the
Clear Proof of his Lord. Tbn °Abbas said that the form of Jacob appeared to him and struck him in the chest
and the desire left him through his fingertips. That demonstration to him of the Clear Proof happened so We
might avert him from all evil treachery and lust fornication. He was one of Our sincere servants (read as
mukhlasin and also mukhlisin, meaning “one of Our chosen servants”) with respect to obedience.
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25 They raced to the door. Joseph hurried to it to escape and she tried to hold on to him. She grabbed his
garment and pulled him to her and so she tore his shirt at the back. They met her husband by the door. She
said that she was innocent. She then said, “How should a man whose intention was to harm your family by
committing adultery be punished for what he did except with prison or painful punishment by being beaten?”
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26 Joseph said that he was innocent. He said, “It was she who tried to seduce me.” A witness from her people
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— her cousin and it is reported that he was still in the cradle when he said this — then declared, “If his shirt is
torn in the front, she speaks the truth and he has clearly told a shameless lie.
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27 If his shirt is torn at the back, then she has lied and he has clearly told the simple truth.”
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28 He her husband saw the shirt torn at the back and said, “The source of this what she said about punishing
Joseph is the deviousness of women. Without doubt your guile is very great.”
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29 Then he continued, “Joseph, ignore all this business, and do not mention it that it does not spread, and you

Zulaykha should ask forgiveness for your evil act. There is no doubt that you are in the wrong sinful in
respect of what you have done.”

wd;s:;fﬁx"c;gi;;,uw;;" uu"um)\, MJ\J;;\ s dyd M,\AJ\SMM Jgy!

a0 Le,,u ot W L & S I & G 0" el G Gl Ol
30 Some city women in the city of Egypt said, “The governor’s wife solicited her slave. He has fired her heart
with love. The word used here shaghafa means to cause to love violently and is derived from shagaf, the

pericardium or covering of the heart. We see that she is the one to blame — we see that she is the one who is in
error and it is clear that she is in love with him. ”
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31 But when she heard of their malicious talk and slander of her, she sent for them and made a sumptuous
feast — prepared a meal which had “utruj “citron” in it which require knives — and then she gave a knife to each
of them. She said to Joseph, “Go out to them.” When they saw him, they were amazed by him and cut their
hands with the knives but were unconscious of the pain because they were so distracted by the sight of Joseph.
They said, “God preserve us! This is no man — because of his beauty, which was far greater than is normally
seen in a human being. A hadith says, “He was given half of all beauty.” What can this be but a noble angel
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32 She Zulaykha said when she saw what they had done “You see! It is him you blamed me for loving. I tried

seducing him but he refused. If he does not do what I order him, he will be put in prison and brought low
and abased.” They said to him, “Obey your mistress!”
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33 He said, “My Lord, prison is preferable to me rather than what they call on me to do. Unless You turn

their guile away from me, it may well be that I will fall for them and incline toward them and so become a
man of ignorance a sinner.” This is a supplication to God. God then says:

[

°

f

e 5 J6"

G



8 " 0 a2 o e o S i 4 LB
34 His Lord replied to them to his supplication and turned away from him their female guile and deviousness.
He is the One Who Hears all words, the One Who Knows all actions.
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35 Then, after they had seen the Signs which made it clear to them that Joseph was innocent they thought that
they should still imprison him for a time to stop people talking; and they did so.
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36 Two servants of the King entered prison along with him. One was a cupbearer and the other in charge of
the royal food. They said, “We will test him”. One the cupbearer said, “I dreamt that I was pressing grapes.”
The other the one in charge of food said, “I dreamt that I carried bread on my head and the birds were eating
it. Tell us the true meaning of these dreams and interpret them. We see that you are one of the righteous.”
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37 He said to them to inform them that he knew the interpretation of dreams “No meal to feed you will arrive
before I have informed you what they mean. That is part of what my Lord taught me — he said this to
encourage them to believe, for I have left the religion of a people who clearly do not believe in God and who

disbelieve in the world to come.
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38 I hold fast to the creed of my forebears Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. We do not associate anything with
God because we are protected from so doing, And that understanding of God’s unity is how God has favoured
us and all mankind, yet most the unbelievers do not give thanks but commit shirk. Then he clearly calls on
them to believe:
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39 My fellow prisoners, are many lords better, or God, the only One, the Conqueror? This is a question which
demands an affirmative response.
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40 What the idols you serve apart from Him are only names which you and your forefathers have made up.
There is no mandate evidence or proof from God for worshipping them. God alone is qualified to judge. His
order is to worship none by Him. That understanding of the Divine Unity is in truth the straight and upright
din, but most of mankind the unbelievers do not know the punishment which awaits them and so they continue
to worship others besides God...”
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53 I do not say my self was free from blame faults. The self — here used generlcally meaning human selves in

general — indeed often commands to evil acts, except for those my Lord has mercy on and protects. My Lord is
Forgiving, Merciful.”
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54 The king said, “Bring him to me straightaway so I may draw him very close to me so that I may make him
a special confidant for myself without any intermediary. ” The messenger came to Joseph and said, “Respond to
the king.” He rose and said goodbye to the people in the prison and made supplication for them. Then he
washed himself and put on good clothes and went to the king. When he the king had spoken to him, he
declared, “Today you are trusted, established in our sight. What do you think we should do?” He said,

“Collect the food and sow crops in the fertile years and store up food in the ear. Then many people will come to
you to get provision from you.” The king asked, “Who should be in charge of that?”
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55 He Joseph said, “Entrust the country s stores the stores of Egypt to me. In truth I am a knowmg
guardian” 1 know how to protect,” or possibly, “I am a writer with knowledge of calculation.”
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56 And thus by dehverlng him from prison We established Joseph in the land Egypt so he could live in any
Place he pleased — after his constriction and imprisonment. It is said that the king met with him face to face and
gave him the seal and appointed him to the position of governor, having dismissed the previous incumbent.
After that the king died. Then Joseph married his widow and found her to be a virgin and she bore him two
children. He established justice in Egypt and people were subject to him. We grant Our grace to anyone We
will, and We do not allow to go to waste the wage of any who do good.
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57 But the wages of the Next World are best better than the wages of this world for people who believe and
fear their Lord. Then the years of drought came and it affected the lands of Canaan and Syria...
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102 This what has been narrated about Joseph is news of the Unseen that was unknown to you, Muhammad,
before which We reveal to you. You were not with them the brothers of Joseph when they decided what to do
and plotted and resolved on it and devised their scheme about him. You were not with them to know this story
and be aware of it. Your knowledge of it comes from Revelation.

pb| de "o~ )J)“ i ﬁ\ Sf sty
103 But most people, including the people of Makkah, for all your eagerness for them to believe are not
believers.
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104 You do not ask them for any wage for it the Qur°an. It the Qur°an is only a reminder a warning and
admonition zo all beings.
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105 How many Signs there are in the heavens and earth that indicate the Oneness of God which they witness!
Yet they pass them by, turning away from them and not reflecting on them.
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106 Most of them do not believe in God since they do not affirm that He is Creator and Provider without

associating others with Him by worshipping other idols with him. That is why they used to say in the talbiyya
“At your service. You have no partner except a partner who is Yours. You rule him and he does not rule.”
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107 Do they feel secure that the all-enveloping punishment of God His revenge will not come upon them
suddenly, or that the Last Hour will not come upon them all of a sudden when they least expect it?
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108 Say to them: “This is my way. 1t is that I call to the dzn of God with inner s1ght clear proof I and all who
follow me and believe in me. Glory be to God! He is free of partners. I am not one of the idolaters.”
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109 We sent none before you but men inspired with revelation read as yuha and nitha “We inspire”, not angels,
from among the people of the cities. Cities are mentioned because the people in them are more knowledgeable
and sensible than the people of the deserts, who are coarse and ignorant. Have they the people of Makkah not
travelled in the land and seen the final fate of those before them: the end and outcome of other peoples who
were destroyed for their denial of their Messengers? The abode of the Next World the Garden is better for

those who are godfearing and fearful of God. So will you not use your intellect read as ta‘“qiliina and
va‘qilina, “will they not use their intellect”?
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110 Then when the Messengers despaired and thought themselves denied read as kudhibi and kudhdhibii, in
other words they thought that no one would believe in them and the nations thought that their Messengers would
not have their promised help — Qur help came to them, and those We willed were saved (read as nujjiya and
nunji). Our violent force punishment cannot be averted from the people who are evildoers the idolaters.
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111 There is instruction in their stories the stories of the Messengers for people of intellect. This Qur°an is not
a narration which has been invented but confirmation of all Divine Books that came before, a clarification of
everything that is necessary in the din, and a guidance away from misguidance and a mercy for people who
believe. Those who believe are singled out for mention because they are the ones who benefit from the Qur’an
and its contents.



