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In the Name of God the Compassionate, the Merciful

And the blessings of God and peace upon our Master Muhammad and his Kin and Companions

Said the Sheikh, the Imam, the most scholarly of scholars, the ink [or rabbi], the sea of understanding,
the meticulous compiler, the proof, the diligent memoriser, the Sheikh of Islam and the Muslims, the
inheritor of the sciences of the Master of the Messengers, Jalal al-Din, the most unique of diligent
scholars, Abu al-Fadl ‘Abd al-Rahman son of our master the Sheikh upon whom has been bestowed
Mercy, Kamal al-Din, scholar of the Muslims, Abu al-Munaqib, Abu Bakr al-Suytti al-Shafi‘t:
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(praise be to God) who sent down upon His servant the Book as an enlightenment to the foremost in
understanding, and entrusted him with the arts of the sciences and wisdom of the wondrous of the
wonderful, and made it the most majestic of the Scriptures in power, and the most superabundant of
them in knowledge, and the sweetest of them in form [ie. literary construction], and the most eloquent
of them in preaching, an Arabic Qur’an without crookedness and uncreated, with no suspicion of it
and no doubt. (And I bear witness) that there is no God but God, He Alone, no associate to Him, the
Lord of lords, to Whose Self-subsistence all existence has reverent fear, and to Whose Mightiness the
guardians [ie. angels] submit humbly. (And I bear witness) that our Master Muhammad is His
Servant and His Messenger, sent from the most honourable of peoples and the noblest of folk, to the
best of nations with the most excellent of Scriptures, may God bless him and upon him be peace, and
upon his most noble Kin and Companions, peace and blessings everlasting to the Day of Reckoning.

(And hereafter): Truly knowledge is an overflowing sea whereof you cannot know where it settles, or
where it goes; whomsoever has wished a path in pursuit to the uttermost of his ability has not reached
his destination, and whomsoever has sought to reckon its destination has not found thereby a path, and
in such manner has said the Exalted One addressing His creation ¢And We have not given you

knowledge, but a little. And truly, our Scripture the Qur°an is indeed a source of eruption of the

sciences and a spring for it, and the disc of its sun, and the point of zenith for it. And the Praised and
Exalted One has entrusted in it the knowledge of all things, and revealed therein every guidance and
every error of sin, and you see every possessor of arts reaching out toward it, and depending upon it.
And the doctor of law extrapolates from it the rulings. And extracts the ruling of halal and haram.
And the grammarian builds from it the rules of his declensions. And references to it in seeking to
know errors of speech from its corrections. And the exegete is guided by it to clarity of explanation.
And the procedure of eloquent expression is considered in its methodology of speech. And in it are
stories and narratives, which are recalled by the foremost in insight. And advices and parables by
which are reproved and scolded the highest in thinking and regard [social rank]. In addition to other
sciences which cannot attain what it attains, except that one learns what it compasses. This is apart
from its perspicuosity of language and eloquence of style which dazzles minds and snatches away
hearts. And the “jaz [miraculous inimitability] of its form is not possible to execute save by the
Knower of the Unseen...



