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conquered Jerusalem. Next, Allah commanded Yuwsha‘ to
order the Children of Israel to enter Jerusalem from its gate
while bowing and saying Hittah, meaning, ‘Temove our sins.’
Yet, they changed what they were commanded and entered it
while dragging themselves on their behinds and saying,
‘Habbah (a seed) in Sha‘rah (a hair).” We mentioned all of this
in the Tafsir of Sarat Al-Bagarah.
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas commented,
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tTherefore it is forbidden to them for forty years; in distraction
they will wander through the land .

“They wandered in the land for forty years, during which Masa
and Haran died, as well as everyone above forty years of age.
When the forty years ended, Yuwsha‘ son of Nun assumed their
leadership and later conquered Jerusalem.!!! When Yuwsha‘
was reminded that the day was Friday and the sun was about to
set, while they were still attacking Jerusalem, he feared that the
Sabbath might begin. Therefore, he said to the sun, ‘1 am
commanded and you are commanded.’ Allah made the sun stop
setting and the Jews conquered Jerusalem and found wealth
unseen before. They wanted to let the fire consume the booty,
but the fire would not do that. Yuwsha' said, ‘Some of you have
committed theft from the booty.” So he summoned the twelve
leaders of the twelve tribes and took the pledge from them. Then,
the hand of one of them became stuck to the hand of Yuwsha‘
and Yuwsha‘ said, You committed the theft, so bring it forth.’
So, that man brought a cow’s head made of gold with two eyes
made of precious stones and a set of teeth made of pearls. When
Yuwsha‘ added it to the booty, the fire consumed it, as they were

prohibited to keep the booty.” There is evidence supporting all of
this in the Sahih.

Allah Comforts Miisa
Conforting Musa, Allah said
o3 1 § 5l 6
€S0 do not greive for the rebellious people.y

' A Similar version was recorded by At-Tabari 10:193.
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Allah said: Do not feel sorrow or sadness over My judgment
against them, for they deserve such judgment.

This story chastises the Jews, exposes their defiance of Allah
and His Messenger, and their refusal to obey the order for
Jihdad. They were weak and could not bear th.e thogght of
fighting their enemy, being patient, and enduring thl”S way.
This occurred although they had the Messenger of Allah z—a_n,d
the one whom He spoke to among them, the best. of Allah’s
creation that time. Their Prophet promised them triumph and
victory against their enemies. They also witnessed the tormerft
and punishment of drowning with which Allah ppnlshed their
enemy Fir‘awn and his soldiers, so that their eyes were
pleased and comforted. All this did not happen too long ago,
yet they refused to perform Jihad against people who had less
than a tenth of the power and strength than the people of
Egypt had. Therefore, the evil works of the Jews were exposed
to everyone, and the exposure was such an enormous one that
the night, or the tail, can never cover its trat.:ks. They were
also blinded by their ignorance and transgression. Th},ls, they
became hated by Allah, and they became His enemies. Yet,
they claim that they are Allah’s children and His loved ones!
May Allah curse their faces that were transformed to the
shape of swine and apes, and may Allah’s curse accompany
them to the raging Fire. May Allah make them ab}de in the
Fire for eternity, and He did; all thanks are due to Him.
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427. And recite to them the story of the two sons of Adam in
truth; when each offered a sacrifice, it was accepted from E{I{E
one but not from the other. The latter said fo the former: “I
will surely, kill you.” The former said: “Verily, Allah accepts
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only from those who have Taqwa.y

£28. I{ yoi do s}trefch your hand against me to kill me, I shall
never stretch my hand against you to kill you, for I fear Allah;
the Lord of all that exists.”’% pcan S A0

€29. “Verily, 1 intend to let you draw my sin on yourself as
well as yours, then you will be one of the dwellers of the Fire,
and that is the recompense of the wrongdoers.”’%

€30. So the soul of the other encouraged him and made fair-

seemning to him the murder of his brother; he murdered him and
became one of the losers.}

ﬁl. Then AI.Fa?h sent a crow who scratched the ground to show
him how to hide the dead body of his brother. He said : “Woe to
me! Am [ not even able to be as this crow and to hide the dead

body of my brother?” Then he became one of those who
regretted .}

The Story of Habil (Abel) and Qabil (Cain)

Allah describes the evil end and consequence of
transgression, envy and injustice in the story of the two sons
of Adam, Habil and Qabil. One of them fought against the
other and killed him out of envy and transgression, because of
the _bounty that Allah gave his brother and because the
sacrifice that he sincerely offered to Allah was accepted. The
murdered brother earned forgiveness for his sins and‘ was
admitted into Paradise, while the murderer failed and earned a
losing deal in both the lives. Allah said,
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§And recite to them the story of the two sons of Adam in
truth ¥

me.aning, tell these envious, unjust people, the brothers of
swine and apes from the Jews and their likes among mankind
the story of the two sons of Adam, Habil and Qabil, as man3;
scholars among the Salaf and later generations said.,

Allah’s statement,

£5dLp

¢in truth,;¥ means, clearly and without ambiguity, alteration
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confusion, change, addition or deletion. Allah said in other
Ayat,
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& Verily, this is the true narrative [about the story of ‘Isal ¥
€ S0 Al 5 52
§We narrate unto you their story with truth,¥ and,
4 < 0 5 e S5
4Such is ‘Isd, son of Maryam. (It is) a statement of truth . ¥

Several scholars among the Salaf and the later generations
said that Allah allowed Adam to marry his daughters to his
sons because of the necessity of such action. They also said
that in every pregnancy, Adam was given a twin, a male and a
female, and he used to give the female of one twin, to the male
of the other twin, in marriage. Habil’s sister was not beautiful
while Qabil’s sister was beautiful, resulting in Qabil wanting
her for himself, instead of his brother. Adam refused unless
they both offer a sacrifice, and he whose sacrifice was
accepted, would marry Qabil’s sister. Habil’s sacrifice was
accepted, while Qabil’s sacrifice was rejected, and thus what
Allah told us about them occurred.

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said - that during
the time of Adam — “The woman was not allowed in marriage
for her male twin, but Adam was commanded to marry her to
any of her other brothers. In each pregnancy, Adam was given
a twin, a male and a female. A beautiful daughter was once
born for Adam and another one that was not beautiful. So the
twin brother of the ugly daughter said, ‘Marry your sister to
me and I will marry my sister to you.” He said, No, for I have
more right to my sister.” So they both offered a sacrifice. The
sacrifice of the one who offered the sheep was accepted while
the sacrifice of the other [the twin brother of the beautiful
daughter], which consisted of some produce, was not accepted.
So the latter killed his brother.” This story has a better than
good chain of narration.!'!

(11 At-Tabari 10:223.
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The statement,
€5l 5 0 S G
¢"Verily, Allah accepts only from those who have Taqwa.y
who fear Alldh in their actions. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that
Abu Ad-Darda’ said, “If 1 become certain that Allah has
accepted even one prayer from me, it will be better for me
than this life and all that in it. This is because Allah says,
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Verily, Allah accepts only from the those who have Taguwa. ¥
The statement,
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&"If you do stretch your hand against me to kill me, I shall

never stretch my hand against you to kill you, for I fear Allah;
the Lord of all that exists."}

Qabil’s brother, the pious man whose sacrifice was accepted
because of his piety, said to his brother, who threatened to kill

him without justification,
€AEY &) & o VT GB35 4) Su by
glf you do stretch your hand against me to kill me, | shall
never stretch my hand against you to kill you,

I will not commit the same evil act that you threaten to
commit, so that I will not earn the same sin as you,
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gfor I fear Allah; the Lord of the all that exists.y

and, as a result, I will not commit the error that you threaten
to commit. Rather, I will observe patience and endurance.

‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr said, “By Allah! Habil was the stronger of
the two men. But, fear of Allah restricted his hand.” The
Prophet £ said in a Hadith recorded in the Two Sahihs,
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‘When two Muslims fight (meet) each other with their swords,
both the murderer as well as the murdered will go to the
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Hellfire.»

id, © ah’ is all right for the
They said, “O Allah’s Messenger! It is _a’ v
murdﬁrer, but what about the victim?” Allah’s Messenger i
replied,
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«He surely had the intention to kill his comrade /!
Imam Ahmad recorded that, at the beginning of the

calamity that ‘Uthman suffered from, Sa‘d bin. Abi. Waqgas
said, “I bear witness that the Messenger of Allah % said,

1 1 PR S T .l b T e .-fh
) [V | B ses
«There will be a Fitnah, and he who sits idle duri?tg it fs better
than he who stands up, and he who stands up in it is better

than he who walks, and he who walks is better than he who is
walking at a fast pace.y

When he was asked, ‘What if someone enters my home and
stretched his hand to kill me?’ He said,

MUY
«Be just like (the pious) son of Adam "

At-Tirmidhi also recorded it this way, and sa_id., “This Hadith
is Hasan, and similar is reported on this subject frc_‘m Abu
Hurayrah, Khabbab bin Al-Aratt, Abu Bakr, Ibn Mas‘ud, Abu
Wagid and Abu Musa.”!

The Qur’an continues, ’
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& Verily, I intend to let you draw my sin on yourself_ as well
as yours, then you will be one of the dwellers of the Fire, and
that is the recompense of the wrongdoers." ¥

Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi and Qatadah
said that,

11 path Al-Bari 13:35, Muslim 4:2214.
2l Ahmad 1:185.
131 Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 6:436.
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& Verily, 1 intend to let you draw my sin on yourself as well
as yours..."¥

means, the sin of murdering me, in addition to your previous
sins. Ibn Jarir recorded this.'"! Allah’s statement,
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€50 the soul of the other encouraged him and made fair-seeming

to him the murder of his brother; he murdered him and became
one of the losers.j

means, his conscience, encouraged him to kill his brother by
making it seem like a sensible thing to do, so he killed him,
even after his brother admonished him. Ibn Jarir said, “When
he wanted to kill his brother, he started to twist his neck. So
Shaytan took an animal and placed its head on a rock, then
he took another rock, and smashed its head with it until he
killed it while the son of Adam was looking. So he did the
same thing to his brother.”? Ibn Abi Hatim also recorded
this. ‘Abdullah bin Wahb said that ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd
bin Aslam said that his father said, “Qabil held Habil by the
head to kill him, so Habil laid down for him and Qabil started
twisting Habil’s head, not knowing how to kill him. Shaytan
came to Qabil and said, ‘Do you want to kill him?’ He said,
‘Yes.” Shaytan said, ‘Take that stone and throw it on his head.’
So Qabil took the stone and threw it at his brother’s head and
smashed his head. Shaytan then went to Hawwa’ in a hurry
and said to her, ‘O Hawwa’l Qabil killed Habil.” She asked him,
‘Woe to you! What does kill’ mean?’ He said, ‘He will no longer
eat, drink or move.” She said, ‘And that is death?’ He said,
Yes it is.” So she started to weep until Adam came to her
while she was weeping and said, ‘What is the matter with
you?’” She did not answer him. He asked her two more times,
but she did not answer him. So he said, You and your
daughters will inherit the practice of weeping, while I and my
sons are free of it.”” Ibn Abi Hatim recorded it.
Allah’s statement,

M At-Tabari 10:215-216.
2l At-Tabari 4 :536.
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£l G oy
§And became one of the losers.y in this life and the Hereafter,

and which loss is worse than this? Imam Ahmad re_cor_lcied _Lhat
‘Abdullah bin Mas@d said that the Messenger of Allah i said,
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«Any soul that is unjustly killed, then the first son of Adam
will carry a burden of its shedding, for he was the first to
practice the crime of murder )"

The Group, with the exception of Abu Dawud, a}ls? recorded
this Hadith.”! Ibn Jarir recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr used
to sa.y “The son of Adam, who killed his brother, will be the
most Itniserable among men. There is no blood shed on earth
since he killed his brother, until the Day of Resurrection, but
he will carry a burden from it, for he was the first person to
establish murder.”!

Allah said,
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&Then Allah sent a crow who scratched the ground to show him

how to hide the dead body of his brother. He (.thg murderer)

said, “Woe to me! Am I not even able to be as this crow qnd to

hide the dead body of my brother?” Then he became one of those

who regretted.3

As-Suddi said that the Companions said, “When his brother
died, Qabil left him on the bare ground apd did not kr?ow how
to bury him. Allah sent two crows, which ‘fought with each
other until one of them killed the other. So it dug a hole and
threw sand over the dead corpse (which it placed in the hole).
When Qabil saw that, he said,

i1 Ahmad 1:383. .

2 path Al-Bari 12:198, Muslim 3:1303, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7:436,
An-Nasa’ in Al-Kubra 6:334, Tbn Majah 2:873.

(31 At-Tabari 10:219.
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¢ Woe to me! Am I not
even able to be as this
crow and to hide the
dead  body of my
brother?”'p!!!

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah
reported that Ibn
‘Abbas said, “A crow
came to the dead
corpse of another
crow and threw sand
over it, until it hid it
in the ground. He
who killed his brother
said,

3 OFT ot &sE gny
s s P “hea -
éu"’j ™ J_]J‘j; .;JJ,{.,“ 11_}_.5

€Woe to me! Am I not
evenn able to be as this

brother?3!

crow and fto hide the
dead  body of my

Al-Hasan Al-Basri commented on the statement,
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«There is no sin that is more worthy of Allah hastening its
punishment in this life, in addition to what He has in store for

its offender in the Hereafter,

cutting the relations of the womb !

more than transgression and

The act of Qabil included both of these. We are Allah’s and

Him is our return.
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432. Because of that, We ordained for the Children of Israel

that if anyone killed a person not i
(and) to spread mischief in the land

n retaliation of murder, or
- it would be as if he killed

all mankind, and if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he

saved the life of all mankind. And

indeed, there came to them

to

Our Messengers with Al-Bayyinat, even then after that many of
them continued to exceed the limits in the land!}

¢33. The recompense of those who wage war against Allah and

Lol 5 26
¢Then he became one of those who regretted .}

“Allah made him feel sorrow after the loss that he earned.”

The Swift Punishment for Transgressi "
gression and C
the Relations of the Womb utting

A Hadith states that the Prophet i said,

1 At-Tabari 10:225.
[2I' At-Tabari 10:226.

His Messenger and do mischief in the land is only that they
shall be killed or crucified, or their hands and their feet be cut
off on opposite sides, or be exiled from the land. That is their
disgrace in this world, and a great torment is theirs in the

Hereafter .%

434. Except for those who (having fled away and then) caime back
(as Muslims) with repentance before they fall into your power; in

that case, know that Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .3

11 Abu Dawud 5:208.
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Human Beings Should Respect the Sanctity of Other
Human Beings

Allah says, because the son of Adam killed his brother in
transgression and aggression,

We ordained for the Children of Israel...» meaning, We
legislated for them and informed them,
55 G ST 058 UIEs N g 508 5 0 8y 5 0G5 2 150
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4that if anyone killed a person not in retaliation of murder, or
(and) to spread mischief in the land - it would be as if he killed

all mankind, and if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he
saved the life of all mankind .3

The Ayah states, whoever kills a soul without justification —
such as in retaliation for murder or for causing mischief on
earth — will be as if he has killed all mankind, because there is
no difference between one life and another.

et o

dand if anyone saved a life...y by preventing its blood from
being shed and believing in its sanctity, then all people will
have been saved from him, so,

€05 SO0l Tlesy
it would be as if he saved the life of all mankind .y

Al-A'mash and others said that Abu Salih said that Abu
Hurayrah said, “I entered on ‘Uthman when he was under
siege in his house and said, 1 came to give you my support.
Now, it is good to fight (defending you) O Leader of the
Faithfull” He said, ‘O Abu Hurayrah! Does it please you that
you kill all people, including me?’ 1 said, ‘No.” He said, If you
kill one man, it is as if you killed all people. Therefore, go back
with my permission for you to leave. May you receive your

reward and be saved from burden.’ So I went back and did not

fight.” “Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “It is
as Allah has stated,
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if anyone killed a person not in retaliation of murder, o
imfspr?:ad mischief in the land - it would be as if h? killed all
mankind, and if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he saved
the life of all mankind .3

Saving life in this case occurs by not killing a soul t}}at Allah
has forbidden. So this is the meaning of saving the bfct of all
mankind, for whoever forbids killing a soul W{thf:[‘l.f]t
justification, the lives of all people will be saved from him.
Similar was said by Mujahid;

et 55

§And if anyone saved a life...y means, he refrains from killing a
soul.”! | ot
Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that Allah’s
statement,

(om0 J5 Hlesy

it would be as if he killed all mankind. §v means, “%oever kills
one soul that Allah has forbidden killing, is just like he who
kills all mankind.”® Sa‘id bin Jubayr salq, “He who allows
himself to shed the blood of a Muslim, is llk:t‘ he who. allows
shedding the blood of all people. He who forbids .sheddmg the
blood of one Muslim, is like he who forbids sheddmg.thf{ blood
of all people.” In addition, Tbn Jurayj said that Al-A‘raj said that
Mujahid commented on the Ayah,

i 01 56 Uty

it would be as if he killed all mankind,¥ “I—Ife who Kkills a
believing soul intentionally, Allah makes the F‘1re.of Hell his
abode, He will become angry with him, and curse hxm,. and has
prepared a tremendous punishment for h%m, equal to if h(i had
killed all people, his punishment will still be the same.” Ibn
Jurayj said that Mujahid said that the Ayah,

1] At-Tabari 10:235.
(2l At-Tabari 10:236.
Bl At-Tabari 10:233.
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gand if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he saved the life of
all mankind . %

means, “He who does not kill anyone, then the lives of people
are safe from him.”"!

Warning Those who Commit Mischief
Allah said,
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¢And indeed, there came to them Our Messengers with Al-
Bayyinat, ¥
meaning, clear evidences, signs and proofs,
€030 NS S AN AL K8 B
deven then after that many of them continued to exceed the
limits in the land!y

This Ayah chastises and criticizes those who commit the
prohibitions, after knowing that they are prohibited from
indulging in them. The Jews of Al-Madinah, such as Banu
Qurayzah, An-Nadir and Qaynuga‘, used to fight along with
either Khazraj or Aws, when war would erupt between them
during the time of Jahiliyyah. When these wars would end, the
Jews would ransom those who were captured and pay the
blood money for those who were killed. Allah criticized them
for this practice in Sirat Al-Bagarah,
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And (rementber) when We took your covenant (saying) : Shed

M At-Tabari 10:235.
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not your (people’s) blood, nor turn out your own people from
their dwellings. Then, (this) you ratified and (to this) you bear
witness. After this, it is you who kill one another and drive out:
a party of your own from their homes, assist (their enemies)
against them, in sin and transgression. And if they come lo
you as captives, you ransom them, although their expulsion
was forbidden to you. Then do you believe in a part of the
Scripture and reject the rest? Then what is the recompense of
those who do so among you, except disgrace in the life of this
world, and on the Day of Resurrection they shall be consigned
to the most grievous torment. And Allah is not unaware of
what you do.¥ [2:84-85]

The Punishment of those Who Cause Mischief in the
Land
Allah said next,
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§The recompense of those who wage war against Allah and His
Messenger and do mischief in the land is only that they shall be
killed or crucified or their hands and their feet be cut off on the

opposite sides, or be exiled from the land %

‘Wage war’ mentioned here means, oppose and contradict,
and it includes disbelief, blocking roads and spreading fear in
the fairways. Mischief in the land refers to various types of
evil. Ibn Jarir recorded that ‘Tkrimah and Al-Hasan Al-Basri
said that the Ayat,

e
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§The recompense of those who wage war against Allah and His
Messengery until,
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4Allah is Of-Forgiving, Most Merciful 3 “Were revealed about
the idolators. Therefore, the Ayah decrees that, whoever among
them repents before you apprehend them, then you have no
right to punish them. This Ayah does not save a Muslim from
punishment if he kills, causes mischief in the land or wages
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