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each of them what he deserves in this world and the Hereaftfr ’

Hadiths about Al-Isra’

The Report of Anas bin Malik
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(Al-Burag was brought to me, and it was a white animal
bigger than a donkey and smaller than a mule. One stride of
this creature covered a distance as far as it could see. rode on
it and it took me to Bayt Al-Magdis (Jerusalem), where T
tethered it at the hitching post of the Prophets. Then I entered
and prayed two Rak'ahs there, and came out. Jibril brought me
a vessel of wine and a vessel of milk, and I chose the milk. Jibril
said: 'You have chosen the Fifrah (natural instinct).” Then 1
was taken up to the first heaven and Jibril asked for it to be
opened. It was said, "Who are you?' He said, ‘Jibril." It was
said, ‘Who is with you?' He said, ‘Muhammad." It was asked,
‘Has his Mission started?’ He said, 'His Mission has started.’
So it was opened for us, and there I saw Adam, who welcomed
me and prayed for good for me. Then I was taken up to the
second heaven and Jibril asked for it to be opened. It was said,
‘Who are you?' He said, ‘Jibril." It was said, ‘Who is with
you?' He said, ‘Muhammad." It was asked, 'Has his Mission
started?’ He said, 'His Mission has started.?" So it was opened
for us, and there 1 saw the two maternal cousins, Yahyd and
'Isi, who welcomed me and prayed for good for me. Then I was
taken up to the third heaven and Jibril asked for it to be opened.
It was said, ‘Who are you?' He said, 'Jibril." It was said, "Who
is with you?' He said, 'Muhammad.” It was asked, 'Has his
Mission started?’ He said, 'His Mission has started.' So it was
opened for us, and there I saw Yiisuf, who had been given the
beautiful half. He welcomed me and prayed for good for me.
Then 1 was taken up to the fourth heaven and Jibril asked for it
to be opened. It was said, "Who are you?' He said, ‘Jibril." It
was said, ‘Who is with you?" He said, 'Muhammad." It was
asked, ‘Has his Mission started?’ He said, 'His Mission has
started.’ So it was opened for us, and there I saw Idris, who
welcomed me and prayed for good for me. - then (the Prophet
L) said : Allah says:
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§And We raised him to a high station} (19:57).



554 Tafsir Ibn Kathir
NP UL IR iy P s S EMES QA VEATI e
u@u Pe RPN E 5 W I RS AN T i T

Ead B0 W26 e 55 08 Qe 06 s 5 0 Qs
GBS g A el ale ol GTEE B ) B 35106 o

G 106 0l 2 08 1 LG Ll ) G 22 5
LJC,m ) E 06 ) K g dis 106 UMW JJ
AR 3R 8G uiadd e g del 52 RSP R E
5 G 5L ) g 38 7 ) 04 Y 1 ol AT 50 5 ¢
S s G AT 5 ik U s W 55 skl oI5 @

i e Gaat O pizg JUS il glE 2, 32T S
Mo et 105 R RNy P R TR RN [E
GIVEESRNCR HE NI B P oy B S T S S S s diE

PP
|

. SE e er .

JLA O (2RY Caa B AL G ) a0 106 Gl es S e
HE 5 ) 28555106 s Janey 8 23 B s B8 5y
dgﬂw;ﬂ&‘v«@»‘f@ﬂtwuﬁ@w‘uﬁwujs
I 6 B g ¥ By 08 v e e 5 2B eald
b 2 55 B G et O 08 Ay st e i

- o

TP S A S D S SR ISP o~ o 1
d? ‘WU\&W&MYAQAJEMOWQA? Lj.if:é')h}
e X T - T Zo% 022 el ctoos 017 e e, o T
S Gled OB (B2 AT O 1B SR ey ke Eof s

2 T e e TR 28,0 E7 . TP e @ . Tt z . Zy
A edt B G ) g A0S L B
V525 0B oS A Y e S5 awl Jaaln gl

0 L ‘_;5- L;j ) Eas

[Then h¢ resumed his narrative:] «Then I was taken up to
thg fifth heaven and Jibril asked for it to be opened. It was
Sll"ld, Who are you?' He said, '[ibril." It was said, "Who is
with you?' He said, 'Muhammad. It was asked, 'Has his
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Mission started?’ He said, 'His Mission has started.?’ So it
was opened for us, and there I saw Hariin, who welcomed me
and prayed for good for me. Then 1 was taken up to the sixth
heaven and Jibril asked for it to be opened. It was said, 'Who
are you?' He said, 'Jibril.? It was said, 'Who is with you?'
He said, '‘Muhammad.' It was asked, 'Has his Mission
started?’ He said, 'His Mission has started.?’ So it was
opened for us, and there I saw Misd, who welcomed-me and
prayed for good for me. Then I was taken up to the seventh
heaven and Jibril asked for it to be opened. It was said, 'Who
are you?' He said, 'Jibril." It was said, ‘Who is with you?" He
said, 'Muhammad.” It was asked, ‘Has his Mission started?’
He said, 'His Mission has started." So it was opened for us,
and there I saw Ibrahim, who was leaning back against the
Much-Frequented House (Al-Bayt Al-Ma'miir). Every day
seventy thousand angels enter it, then they never come back to
it again. Then 1 was taken to Sidrat Al-Muntahd (the Lote tree
beyond which none may pass), and its leaves were like the
leaves [ears] of elephants and its fruits were like jugs, and
when it was veiled with whatever it was veiled with by the
command of Allah, it changed, and none of the creatures of
Allah can describe it because it is so beautiful .

Then Allah revealed that which He revealed to me. He enjoined
on me fifty prayers every day and night. I ecame down until 1
reached Miisd, and he said, 'Whal did your Lord enjoin on
your Ummah?' I said, 'Fifty prayers everyday and night.” He .
said, ‘Go back to your Lord and ask Him to reduce (the burden)
~ for your Ummah, for your Ummah will not be able to do that. I
tested the Children of Israel and found out how they were." So I
went back to my Lord and said, 'O Lord, reduce (the burden)
for my Ummah for they will never be able to do that." So He
reduced it by five. I came back down until I met Miisa and he
asked me, ‘What did you do?' 1 said, '(My Lord) reduced (my
burden) by five." He said, 'Go back to your Lord and ask Him
to reduce (the burden) for your Ummah." I kept going back
between my Lord and Miisa, and (my Lord) reduced it by five
each time, until He said, ‘O Muhammad, these are five prayers
every day and night, and for every prayer there is (the reward
of) ten, so they are (like) fifty prayers. Whoever wants to do
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something good then does not do it, one good deed will be
recorded for him, and if he does it, ten good deeds will be
recorded for him. Whoever wants to do something evil and does
not do it, no evil deed will be recorded for him, and if he does
it, one evil deed will be recorded for him.' I came down until I
reached Miisd, and told him about this. He said : 'Go back to
your Lord and ask him to reduce (the burden) for‘your Ummah,
Jor they will never be able to do that.’ T had kept going back to
my Lord until I felt too shy ' This version was also
recorded by Muslim.?! '

Imam Ahmad recorded Anas saying that Al-Burdq was
brought to the Prophet # on the Night of the Isrd’ with his
saddle and reins ready for riding. The animal shied, and Jibril
said to him: “Why are you doing this? By Allah, no one has ever
ridden you who is more honored by Allah than him.” At this
Al-Burdq started to sweat. This was also recorded by At—’
Tirmidhi, who said it is Gharip.®!

Ahmad also recorded that Anas said: “The Messenger of
Allah #& said:
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When I was taken up to my Lord (during AI-Mi'rdj), I passed
by people who had nails of copper with which they were
s;mtching their faces and chests. | asked, ‘Who are these, O
Jibril?" He said, 'These are those who ate the flesh of the people
[i.e., backbiting] and slandered their honor. ™

This was also recorded by Abu Dawud. s Anas also said that
the Messenger of Allah £ said:

"1 Ahmad 3:148.
2] Muslim 1:145.
Bl At-Tirmidhi, no. 3131.
Ml Ahmad 3:224.

Bl Abu Dawud 4878 .

Siirah 17. Al-Isrd’ (1) (Part-15) 557

5 b el Wl il e Lan B g 0 D S0

$O0n the night when I was taken on my ‘.N‘ight Journey (AZ—
Isrd'), T passed by Miisd, whe was standing, praying in his
grave.)l[” This was also recorded by Muslim."™

The Report of Anas bin Malik from Malik bin Sa‘sa‘ah

Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik said that Malik
bin Sa‘sa‘ah told him that the Prophet of Allah #g told them
about the night in which he was taken on the Night Journey
(AlIsra). He said:
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While T was lying down in Al-Hatim (or maybe, Qatadah
said, in Al-Hijr) ’someone came to me and said to his
companion, ‘The one who is in the middle of these three.’
He came to me and opened me.)

I [one of the narrators] heard Qatadah say, ‘split me - from
here to here’ Qatadah said: “I said to Al-Jartad, who was
beside me, ‘What does that mean?’ He said, ‘From the top pf
his chest to below his navel’, and I heard him say, from his
throat to below his navel’. The Prophet # said:
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(He took out my heart and brought a golden vessel filled with
faith and wisdom. He washed my heart then filled it up and put
it back, then a white animal was brought to me that was
smaller than a mule and larger than a donkey .
Al-Jartad said, ‘Was this Al-Burdg, O Abu Hamzah?’ He said,
Yes, and its stride covered a distance as far as it could see.’

The Prophet £ said:

(1] Ahmad 3:120.
2l Muslim 2375.
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‘I was mounted wpon it and Jibril brought me to the first
hegven, and asked for it to be opened. It was said, ‘Who is
this?' He said, 'Jibvil." It was said, 'Who is with you?' He said
“Muhammad/ It was said, 'Has his Mission started?’ He said’
Yes." It was said, 'Welcome to him, blessed is the one wh(;
comes.” So it was opened for us and when I entered, I saw
Adam . (Jibril) said, 'This is your father Adam, greet him.' So I
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Then I was taken up to the sixth heaven, and (Jibril) asked for
it to be opened. It was said, 'Who is this?' He said, 'Jibril." It
was said, ‘Who is with you?' He said, ‘Muhammad.' It was
said, ‘Has his Mission started?’ He said, ‘Yes." It was said,
Welcome to him, blessed is the one who comes.” So it was
opened for us and when I entered, I saw Musa. (Jibril) said,
"This is Misd, greet him.' So I greeted him, and he returned
the greeting then said, 'Welcome to the righteous brother and
righteous Prophet.” When I passed by him, he wept, and it was
said to him, ‘Why are you weeping?' He said, ‘I am weeping
because a young man was sent after me and more people from
his Ummah than from mine will enter Paradise." Then I wag
taken up to the seventh heaven, and (Jibril) asked for it to be
opened. It was said, 'Who is this?' He said, 'Jibril." It was
said, ‘Who is with you?' He said, ‘Muhammad' . It was said,
‘Has his Mission started?’ He said, 'Yes.' It was said,
‘Welcome to him, blessed is the one who comes.” So it was
opened for us and when [ entered, 1 saw Ibrahim. (Jibril) said,
‘This is Ibrahim, greet him." So I greeted him, and he returned
the greeting then said, ‘Welcome to the righteous son and
righteous Prophet. Then I was taken up to Sidrat Al-Muntaha,
whose fruits like the clay jugs of Hajar (a region in Arabia) and
its leaves were like the ears of elephants. (Jibril) said: 'This is
Sidrat Al-Muntaha." And there were four rivers, two hidden
and two visible. I said, ‘What is this, O [ibril?" He said, 'The
two hidden rivers are rivers in Paradise, and the two visible
rivers are the Nile and the Euphrates.' Then I was shown Al-
Bayt Al-Ma'miir.»

Qatadah said: -Al-Hasan told us narrating from Abu
Hurayrah that the Prophet # saw Al-Bayt Al-Ma‘mir. Each day
seventy thousand angels enter it, then they never return from

greeted him, and he returned the greeting then said, ‘Welcome
to the rzgh'%eous son and righteous Prophet.’” Then I was taken
up to the fifth heaven, and (Jibril) asked for it to be opened. It

was said, 'Who is this?' He said, 'Jibril." It was said, ‘Who is
wz‘th‘you?’ He said, ‘Muhammad. It was said, 'Has his
Mission started?’ He said, 'Yes.' It was said, "Welcome to him
blessed is the one who comes.” So it was opened for us anc,l
when I entered, I saw Harin. (Jibril) said, 'This is Hariin
greet him." So I greeted him, and he returned the greeting then
said, "Welcome to the righteous brother and righteous Prophet.’

 -’ it. Then he continued to narrate the Hadith of Anas;
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(Then I was brought a vessel of wine, a ve ]
vessellof honey. I chose the milljcf, and /he []ils;i?ll] O;sfa;;l”fTitrilj i;l
thfz Flzfr'ah (natural instinct) on which you and yourl Ummah
will be." Then the prayer was enjoined upon me, fifty prayer
eqch day. I came down until I reached Miisa wh’o saijd p'I/\thai
did your Lord enjoin upon your Ummah?' 1 s/aid ‘Fifty " rayers
each day." He said, *Your Ummah will not be ;zble t[)/ 50 jéf
prayers each_ day. I tried the people before you, I had to detyll
with the Children of Israel and it was very d‘iﬁ‘iéult for me C?
back to your Lord and ask Him to reduce the burden on youi
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Ummah.' So I went back, and the number was reduced by ten.
[ came back to Miisi and he asked, 'What were you commanded
to do?' I said, 'Forty prayers each day." He said, "Your Ummah
will not be able to do forty prayers each day. 1 tried the people
before you, I had to deal with the Children of Isracl and it was
very difficult for me. Go back to your Lord and ask Him fo
reduce the burden on your Ummah." So I went back, and the
fiumber was reduced by ten. I came back to Miisd and he asked,
What were you commanded to do?’ I said, 'I was commanded
to do thirty prayers each day.' He said, "Your Ummah will not
be able to do thirty prayers each day. I tried the people before
you, I had to deal with the Children of Israel and it was very
difficult for me. Go back to your Lord and ask Him to reduce
the burden on your Ummah.’ So I went back, and the number
was reduced by ten. I came back to Misd and he asked, "What
were you commanded to do?' I said, "Twenty prayers each day.'
He said, “Your Ummah will not be able to do fwenty prayers
each day. I tried the people before you, I had to deal with the
Children of Israel and it was very difficult for me. Go back to
your Lord and ask Him to reduce the burden on your Ummah.'
So I went back, and the number was reduced by ten more. I
came back to Masa and he asked, 'What were you commanded
to do?' I said, ‘Ten prayers each day.' He said, "Your Ummah
will not be able to do ten prayers each day. I tried the people
before you, I had to deal with the Children of Israel and it was
very difficult for me. Go back to your Lord and ask Him to
reduce the burden on your Ummah." So I went back, and I was
commanded to do five prayers every day. I came back to Milsd
and he asked, "What were you commanded to do?' 1 said, 'Five
prayers each day.' He said, "Your Umimah will not be able to do
five prayers each day. I tried the people before you, [ had to
deal with the Children of Israel and it was very difficult for me.
Go back to your Lord and ask Him to reduce the burden on
your Ummah.' I said, 'l have asked my Lord until I feel too
shy. I accept this and submit to Him." Then a voice called out:
‘My order has been decreed and 1 have reduced the burden on
My servants.»"! Similar narrations were recorded in the

1 Ahmad 4:208.
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Two Sahihs.!! | said, ‘This is Adam, and these multitudes to his right and left
' ; are the souls of his descendants. The people on his right include
The Report of Anas from Abu Dharr : the people of Paradise, and the people on his left include the
1 people of Hell, so when he looks to his right he smiles, and when

he looks to his left he weeps.” Then he iook me up to the second
heaven... Then we passed by Ibrahim, who said, "Welcome to the
righteous Prophet and the righteous son." I said, 'Who is this?’

Al-Bukhari recorded that An i A1+
as bin Malik said: Ab
used to tell us that the Messenger of Allah £ said: 4 Phar
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er, ‘Open up!" He said, ‘Who is this?’ He said. 'Tibri] T - L7
’ ?" He said, 'Jibril .’ . - " ’ |
, Jibril." He «Allah enjoined upon my Uminah fifty prayers. I came back

said, ‘Is there aniyone 1 [ ! ]
ZUith : i ‘ j o Sﬂld, YeS, Muhanlmad 18
me." He sq d, 'Has his Mission started?’ He said, 'Yes.'
P .

with this (message) until 1 passed by Miisi, who said, 'What
did your Lord enjoin upon your Ummah?' I said, "He enjoined

When it was opened, we went up o
g into th : =

Saw a man sitting with a multitZde to h.e ﬁrsli heaven, where 1 L fifty prayers.” Miisa said, 'Go back to your Lord, for your

his left. When he looked to his right helSS;;;‘gle; m;i danoliher éo i Unimah will not be able to do that." So I went back, and He

looked to his left, he wept. He said, 'Welcome A) th w he n ne S reduced it by half. Then I came back to Miisd and said, ‘It has

Prophet and the righteous son.’ I said to Jibril, “Who igs Zlg ;‘ftﬁs i been reduced by half." He said, ‘Go back to your Lord, for your

Fath ALBAr foRar ’ s e Unmah will not be able to do that.” So I went back, and it was

] -
Fath Al-Bari 6:348 im 1: 5 ) )
» Muslim 1:151. : reduced by half. I came back to him, and he said, 'Go back to
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your Lord, for your Ummah will not be able to do '

went back, and He said : ‘They are five but equal int}rf:l;argot({
Sifty, Jor ]X/Iy word does not change.’ I came back to Miisi and
he sm’d, 'Go back to your Lord." I said, ' feel too shy before m
Lord. Then I was taken up until I reached Sidrat Al~1\/1’untahﬁy
whzchl was veiled in indescribable colors. Then I enterec’l
Paradise, in which I saw nets of pearls and its soil of musk.)

This version was recorded by Al-Bukhari in the Book of
P.rayer. nHe also reported in the Book of Tafsir, under thé
discussion of Bani Isrd’il (i.e., Sirat Al-Isr@), the i?:obk of Hajj
and the Stories of the Prophets, via different chains olg

narration from Ytnus. Muslim recorded simi [
. . imil i i
Sahih in the Book of Faith. ] simar Hoadiihs in bis

. IrXSm Ahmad“ recorded that ‘Abdullah bin Shaqiq said: I said
1o u Dharr., IEI had seen the Messenger of Allah #, I would
have asked him.” He said, “What would you have asked him?”

He said, “T would have asked him, i i
“ 1 ; ‘ , if he saw his Lord?” .
I did ask him that, and he said, s Lord?” He said,

I

IRE

«:1;T (}'ﬁ 4 ‘j}) 4:_3‘

M ”af,

(I saw it as light, how could 1 see Him?)”

This is how it was narrated i
' n the report of Imam Ahmad.?
Muslim recorded that ‘Abdullah bin Shaqgiq said that Abu

Dharr said: “I asked the Mes llah #&, Di
your Lord?’ He said, | senger of Allah #, Did you see

P s 2
GlHl Sl 50

(I saw) a light, how could I see Him ?»"13)
t}}\lbdulléh bin Shaqiq said: I said to Abu Dharr, “If I had seen
e Messenger of Allah #& I would have asked him.” He said

What would you have asked him?” He said, “I would have

asked him, ‘Did you see ”
) ’ your Lord? - i1« .
him that, and he said, Abu Dharr said, I asked

E 'Y ”
W &30

1 o

o Fath Al-Bari 1:547, 3 :576, 6:431, Muslim 1:148
I Ahmad 5:147. '

81 Muslim 1:161.
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« saw light.»[”

The Report of Jabir bin ‘Abdullah

Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir bin ‘Abdullah said that he
heard the Messenger of Allah &£ say:

B e et 8 Tl el Ly 6T e (8 A WD
N T e . e s 9F 3277 8.0 e
cadl SRSt Ul gl e (,..mr?\ Cadld ¢ dadl EG

(When Quraysh did not believe that I had been taken on the
Night Journey to Bayt Al-Maqdis, 1 stood up in Al-Hijr and
Allah displayed Bayt Al-Magdis before me, so I told them about
its features while I was looking at it

This was also reported in the Two Sahihs with different chains
of narration.!®! According to Al-Bayhagqi, Ibn Shihab said: Abu
Salamah bin ‘Abdur-Rahman said: Some people from Quraish
went to Abu Bakr and said, “Have you heard what your
companion is saying? He is claiming that he went to Bayt Al-
Maqdis and came back to Makkah in one night!” Abu Bakr
said, “Did he say that?” They said, “Yes.” Abu Bakr said,
“Then I bear witness that if he said that, he is speaking the
truth.” They said, “You believe that he went to Ash-Sham
[Greater Syria] in one night and came back to Makkah before
morning?” He said, “Yes, I believe him with regard to
something even more than that. I believe him with regard to
the revelation that comes to him from heaven.” Abu Salamah
said, from then on Abu Bakr was known as As-Siddig (the true
believer).[*!

The Report of ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said:

“On the night when the Messenger of Allah # was taken on
his Night Journey, he entered Paradise, in some part of which
he heard a sound. He said, ‘O Jibril, what is this?’ He said,

(1 Muslim 1:161.

2l Ahmad 3:377.

BBl Al-Bukhari no. 4710, Muslim no. 170
" paia’il An-Nubuwwah 2 :359
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‘This is Bilal, the Mu’adhdhin.’ When the Prophet £& came back
to the people, he said,

Siirah 17. Al-Isrd’ (1) (Part-15) .
Ibrahim. The Prophet £ was asked about the Dajjal, and he

said:

(385 158 4 s LZJ}L éJﬁl A
(Bilal has succeeded, I saw that he will have such and such.»

He [the Prophet #] was met by Mtsa, who welcomed him
and said, ‘Welcome to the Unlettered Prophet.” He was a tall,
dark man with lank hair coming down to his ears or above his
ears. He said, ‘Who is this, O Jibril? He said, ‘This is Mrtisa.’
Then he went on and met a venerable, distinguished old man,
who welcomed him and greeted him with Saldm, and all of
them were greeting him. He said, ‘Who is this, O Jibril?’ He
said, ‘This is your father Ibrahim.’ Then he looked into Hell and
saw some people eating rotten meat. He said, ‘Who are these
people, O Jibril?’ He said, They are those who used to eat the
flesh of the people [i.e., backbiting].” He saw a man who was
very red and dark blue, and said, ‘Who is this, O Jibril?’ He
said, ‘This is the one who slaughtered the she-camel {of Salih).’
When the Messenger of Allah @ came to Al-Masjid Al-Agsa, he
stood up to pray, and all the Prophets gathered and prayed
with him. When he finished, he was brought two cups, one on
his right and one on his left, one containing milk and one
containing honey. He took the milk and drank it, and. the one
who was carrying the cup said, You have chosen the Fitrah
(natural instinct). !l

The chain of narrators is Sahih, although they (Al-Bukhari
and Muslim) did not record it.

Imam Ahmad reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said:

“The Messenger of Allah # was taken on the Night Journey
to Bayt Al-Maqdis, then he came back and told them about his
journey and the features of Bayt Al-Maqdis and the caravan (of
Quraysh). Some people said, ‘We do not believe what
Muhammad is saying,” and they left Islam and became
disbelievers. Allah destroyed them when He destroyed Abu

-Jahl. Abu Jahl said: ‘Muhammad is trying to scare us with the
tree of Zaqqum; bring some dates and butter and let us have
some Zagqum!” The Prophet # also saw the Dajjal in his true
form, in real life, not in a dream, and he saw Tsa, Mtsa and

(1 Ahmad 1:257.
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«I saw him as a tall and huge man, with a whitish complexzo;.
One of his eyes stood out like a shining star. The ;}L_ll?: on hi;z
head looked like the branches of a tree. And I saw 'I[i?, [w e
with curly hair and an intense gaze, 'af average bui - ; '
Misa, dark-skinned, with a lot of hair and a strong build. t
looked at Thrahim and did not see anything in him that .I dq no
see in myself; it is as if he were your companion [mﬁeamngj
himself]. Jibril said: 'Greet your father with Salam,’ so
ted him with Salam.»
greeted him with | o
This was also recorded by An-Nasa'i from the Hadi_.t{;l [?]f 221&1
Zayd Thabit bin Yazid from Hilal, who is Ibn Khabbab,
it is a Sahih chain of narrators. - . ‘ o
Al-Bayhagi recorded that Abu Al-‘Aliyah said: “The cous].,n of
your Prophet #&, Ton ‘Abbas narrated to us from the Messenge

of Allah £g, he said: Allah’s Messenger ¢ said, o
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«On the night when I was taken on the Night }"ou‘rney, I vsaui

Miisa bin ‘Imran, a tall, curly-haired mar, as if he was Lj;rfznn

the tribe of Shanii'ah. And I saw ‘Isﬁ bin Maryam, of ;ln? 1;,7

stature, white with a reddish complexion, with straight hair. N
And he was shown Malik, the keeper. of, Hell, apd the Dajjal,
with the signs that Allah revealed to him.” He said,
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1 Ahmad 1 :384, An-NasaTin Al-Kuhra 11484.
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450 be not you in doubt of meeting him .} [32:33]

Qatadah used to interpret this to mean that the Prophet of
Allah # met Musa.

40 ol ol H)
4And We made it [or him] a guide to the Children of Israel}
[32:33]
Qa?édah said: “(This means) Allah made Musa a guide for the
Children of Israel.”*! Muslim reported this in his Sahih, and
Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded a shorter version from
Qatadah.?
Imdm Ahmad also recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said: “The
Messenger of Allah # said:
(I L0 B 2des L B Eanl o, 6 2 T 6
«On_ the night when I was taken on the Night Journey, I woke
up in Makkah the next morning having anxiety that, I knew
that the people would not believe me.»

He kept away from people, feeling anxious and sad, then the
enemy of Allah Abu Jahl passed by him and came to sit with
him, saying mockingly, ‘Is there anything new?’ The Messenger
of Allah & said,

( \;;J»

Yes». He said, ‘What is it?’ He said,

kS

2o 8 : -
«:LK;J_H&L:SJ,:,\ L

I was taken on a Journey last night.) He said, ‘Where to?’ He
said,

«gﬂ#J oo J!/»

«To Bayt Al-Magdis,» He said, ‘Then this merning you were
among us?’ He said,

G
('.JU

1 <
B patail An-Nubuwwah 2:386. [i.e., Qatadah understood the
pronoun to refer to Masa, not to the Tawrah].

1 Al-Bukhari 3239, Muslim 165,
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(Yesy. Abu Jahl did not want to say to his face that he was lying,
lest he deny saying it when he called other people to hear him,
so he said: ‘Do you think that if I call your people, you will tell
them about what happened? The Messenger of Allah # said,

« (@ »

«Yes.» Abu Jahl said, ‘O people of Bani Kab bin Lu’ay!” People
got up from where they were sitting and came to join them.
Abu Jahl said, ‘Tell your people what you told me.” The
Messenger of Allah #& said:

«‘:‘@l s L:sf:‘j uj‘c”
« was taken on a Journey last night.» They said, ‘Where to?” He said,
« g‘z“‘m O g,jl,”

«To Bayt Al-Magdis.» They said, ‘Then this morning you were
among us?’ He said,

“i:;j»
(Yes). They began to clap their hands together and put their
hands on their heads in astonishment at this “lie” - as they
claimed it to be. They said, ‘Can you describe the sanctuary to
us?’ Among them were some who had travelled to that land
and seen the sanctuary, so the Messenger of Allah £ said,

i 6T atdlly 2 - 06 - o Jaxy gl o 2 2T G
& 085~ 06 - oy ST 8 - gt 5T - B 5 03 1 B 4
te SLaf A a5 2 G (’;}ZJ\ I - J6 - ibaxf [.j RIRNT

(I started to describe it, until I reached a point where I was not
sure about some of the details, but then the sanctuary was
brought close and placed near the house of "Uqayl - or "Igal - so
I could look at it and describe the details.»
I could not remember those description. The people said, ‘As
for the description, by Allah he has got it right.”M This was
recorded by An-Nasd’i and A1~Bayhaqi.[2] '

(2] Ahmad 1:309.
Pl An-Nasaf in Al-Kubra : 11285, Dald’il An-Nubuwwah 2 :363.
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Sirah 17. Al-Isra’ (1) (Part-15) 571

The Report of ‘Abdulldh bin Mas‘ad

Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bayhagi reported that ‘Abdullah bin
Masd said: “When the Messenger of Allah # was taken on
the Night Journey, he went as far as Sidrat Al-Muntahd, which
is in the sixth heaven. Everything that ascends stops there,
until it is taken from that point, and everything that comes
down stops there, until it is taken from there. '

Do LBl 25 U

o

§When that covered As-Sidrat Al-Muntahi which did cover it!%
[53:16]
Ibn Mas‘ad said: “It is covered with gold butterflies. The
Messenger of Allah & was given the five prayers and the final
Ayat of Surat Al-Bagarah, and forgiveness was granted for

major sins to those who do not associate anything in worship .

with Allah.” This was recorded by Muslim in his Sahih.
The Report of Abu Hurayrah

Al-Bukhari and Muslim reported in their Sahihs that Abu
Hurayrah said: the Messenger of Allah € said:

- 06 s 45 5 Lw~§M\wwﬁucd§ﬂ\y»
B - e 345 106 & s, L S8 LB B ORE
@Q}‘JG«Gﬁ;éﬁg—gtggagé}d%};;iiﬁ3—3@%jﬁﬂl
i AN s 1A et ety Ef5 106wy o5 K31 ey
51— ikl Euua SR ‘CAJ;; AU A v 'S e

il &k s 35T 55 8 uf - sl e

When I was taken on the Night Journey, I met Misi.» He
described him as a man - I think he said - a curly-haired
man, as if he were from the tribe of Shant’ah. (And I met
‘Tsa.» And the Prophet #¢ described him as being of
average height, with a reddish complexion, as if he had
just come out of the bath. «And I met Ibrahim, and I am the
one who resembles him most among his children. I was brought
two vessels, one containing milk and the other containing wine.
It was said to me, 'Take whichever one you want.” So I took the

They als
recorded that Abu Hurayrah said: “The Mes
said:

milk and drank it, and it was said to me, "You have been
guided to the Fitrah - or - You have chosen the Fitrah. If you
had chosen the wine, your Ummah would have gone
astray .
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« remember being in Al-Hijr, and the Quraysh were asking me
about my Night Journey. They asked me things about Bayt Al-
Magdis that I was not sure of, and 1 felt more anxious and
stressed then than T have ever felt. Then Allah raised up Bayt
Al-Magdis for me to see, and there was nothing they asked me
about but I told them about it. And I remember being in a
gathering of the Prophets. Miisa was standing there praying,
and he was 4 man with curly hair, as if he were one of the men
of Shani'ah. I saw 'Isa bin Maryam standing there praying,
and the one who most resembles him is 'Urwah bin Mas'id
Ath-Thagafi. And I saw Ibrahim standing there praying, and
the one who most resembles him is your companion (meaning
himself). Then the time for prayer came, and 1 led them in
prayer. When 1 finished, a voice said, 'O Muhammad, this is
Malik, the keeper of Hell," so I turned to him, and he greeted
me first " :

1 path ALBari 6:493, Mustim 1:154.
2] pfustim 1:156.

o recorded it with another chain of narrators. Muslim
senger of Allah &
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The Time that Isrd’ took place, and the Fact that it

included both Body and Soul, when the Prophet ¥ was
awake, not in a Dream

Mtsa bin Ugbah said, narrating from Az-Zuhri: “The Isra’
happened one year before the Hijrah.™  This was also the
opinion of ‘Urwah.® As-Suddi said: “It happened sixteen
months before the Hijrah.”°!

The truth is that the Prophet # was taken on the Night
Journey when he was awake, not in a dream, and he went from
Makkah to Bayt Al-Magqdis riding on Al-Burdg. When he
reached the door of the sanctuary, he tied up his animal by the
door and entered, where he prayed two Rak‘ahs to ‘greet the
Masjid’. Then the Miraj was brought to him, which is a ladder
with steps which one climbs up. So he went up on it to the first
heaven, then he went up to the rest of the seven heavens. In
each heaven he was welcomed by the most pious of its
inhabitants, and he greeted the Prophets who were in the
various heavens according to their positions and status. He
passed by Musa, the one who spoke with Alldh, in the sixth
heaven, and Ibrahim, the close friend (Khalil) of Allah in the
seventh heaven. Then he surpassed them and all the Prophets
in status and reached a level where he could hear the creaking
of the pens, i.e., the pens of destiny which write down what is
decreed to happen. He saw Sidrat Al-Muntahd, covered by the
command of Allah, and its greatness, its butterflies of gold and
various colours, surrounded by the angels. There he saw Jibril
in his real form, with six hundred wings. He saw green
cushions blocking the horizon. He saw Al-Bayt Al-Ma‘miir, and
Ibrahim Al-Khalil, the builder of the earthly Ka‘bah, leaning back
against it, the heavenly Ka‘bah; every day, seventy thousand
angels enter and worship therein, then they do not return to it
until the Day of Resurrection. He saw Paradise and Hell, and
Allah enjoined upon him fifty prayers, then reduced it to five, as’
an act of mercy and kindness towards His servants. In this is a
strong indication of the greatness and virtue of the prayers.

" pala’it An-Nubuwwah 2 :355.
2] Dala’il An-Nubuwwah 2 :354 .
Bl Al-Qurtubi, 10:210.
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Then he came back down to Bayt Al—Magdis, and~ th(j
Prophets came down with him and he led them in prefyer Ll,mrc
when the time for prayer came. It may have been Lh_e dawn
prayer of that day. Some people claim that he led“them in
prayer in heaven, but the reports seem to say that it (:[Nash in
Bayt Al-Maqdis. In some reports it says that it h.appene 1\:7 e%lt
he first entered (i.e., before ascending into the heaveﬁ.s), ut i
is more likely that it was after he came back, because w‘ileg
he passed by them in the places in the hea\./ens, hew as:e
Jibril about them, one by one, and Jibril told h].nl aboug them.
This is more appropriate, because he.was ﬁrst rec_lulreq to
come before the Divine Presence, so that what Allah wﬂ'l_ed-
could be enjoined upon him and his Ummah. When the mat;fl
for which he was required had been dealt Wlﬂ.i, he a‘r{d is
brother-Prophets gathered, and his virtue and high 130341t140n. in
relation to them became apparent when he was gsked to come
forward to lead them, which was when Jibril indicated to him
that he should do so. -

Then he came out of Bayt Al-Maqgdis and r{)d.e on Al—Burqu
back to Makkah in the darkness of the mght, And Allaah
knows best. As for his being presented W1th the vessels
containing milk and honey, or milk and wme., or milk apd
water, or all of these, some reports say 'tt}a't this happeped k1ln
Bayt Al-Maqdis, and - others say that it hg.ppened in the
heavens. It is possible that it happened in both places,
because it is like offering food or drink to a guest when he
arrives, and Allah knows best. ‘

The Prophet #¢ was taken on the Night Journey W1Fh‘body
and soul, he was awake, not asleep. The evidence for this is the

Ayah:

€5

4Glorified (and Exalted) be He (Allah) Who —took H’i_s serw?"nt fol‘r
a Journey by Night from Al-Masjid Al-Haram fo Al-Masjid Al-
Agsa, the neighborhood whereof We have blessed, ¥
The words “Subhdn Allah” (Glorified and exalted be Allah) are
spoken in the case of serious matters. If it had been ? clrg:am,
it would have been a significant matter and would not have
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been so astounding; the disbelievers of the Quraysh would not
have hastened to label him a liar and the group of people who
had become Muslims would not have deserted the faith. The
word ‘Abd (servant) refers to both soul and body. Allah says:
% Iy
#took His servant for a Journey by Nighty and:

40 T35 ) dif il GH BT U5

$And We made not the vision which we showed you but a trial
for mankindy [17:60]

I_En ‘Abbé}s sai.d: “This is the vision that the Messenger of Allah
# saw with his own eyes during the Journey by Night, and the

cursed tree is the tree of Zagqum.” This was recorded |
. by Al-
Bukhari.l Allah said: by A

€W A 5 0
%77llefs)ight (of Prophet Muhammad ) turned not aside (right
or left), nor it transgressed beyond the limit (ordained
i£)3(53:17) ! ( ”6 or
Sight (Al—Bgsrj is a physical faculty, not a spiritual one, and
he was carried on Al-Burdq, a shining white animal. This too

indicates a physical journey, because the soul does not need a
means of transportation of this nature. And Allah knows best.

An Interesting Story

In his book Dald’il An-Nubuwwah, Al-Hafiz Abu Nu‘aym Al-
Isbahani recorded via Muhammad bin Umar Al-Wagidi who
said: Malik bin Abi Ar-Rijjal told me from ‘Amr bin ‘Abdullah
that Muhammad bin Kab Al-Qurazi said: “The Messenger of
Allah # sent Dihyah bin Khalifah to Caesar.” He mentioned
how h(? came to him, and described an incident that showed
how wise Caesar was. He sent for the Arab merchants who
were in Syria and Abu Sufyan Sakhr bin Harb and his
companions were brought to him. He asked them the well-
known questions that were recorded by Al-Bukhari and
Mu;hm, as we shall discuss below, and Abu Sufyan tried hard
to‘ give the impression that this was an insigniﬁcént issue. [The

1 Fath ALBari 8 :250.
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narrator] said that Abu Sufyan [later] said: “By Allah, nothing
stopped me from saying something to Heraclius to make him
despise [Muhammad] but the fact that I did not want to tell a

lie that would later be found out, and he would never believe

me again after that. Then I told him about the night on which
he was taken on the Night Journey. I said: ‘O King, shall I not
tell you of something from which you will know that he is
lying?’ He said, ‘What is it?’ I said: ‘He claims that he went out
of our land, the land of Al-Haram, in one night, and came to
your sanctuary in Jerusalem, then came back to us the same
night, before morning came.” The Patriarch of Jerusalem was
there, standing next to Caesar. The Patriarch of Jerusalem
said: 1 know that night.” Caesar looked at him and said, ‘How
do you know about this?’ He said, T never used to sleep at
night until T closed the doors of the sanctuary. On that night I
closed all the doors except for one, which 1 could not manage to
close. I asked my workers and others who were with me to help
me deal with it, but we could not move it. It was like trying to
move a mountain. So I called the carpenters, and they looked
at it and said: The lintel and some part of the structure has
fallen onto it. We cannot move it until morning, when we will be
able to see what the problem is. So I went back and left those
two doors open. The next morning I went back, and saw that
the stone at the corner of the sanctuary had a hole in it, and
there were traces of an animal having been tethered there. 1
said to my companions: This door has not been closed last
night except for a Prophet, who prayed last night in our
sanctuary.” And he mentioned the rest of the Hadith.

In his book At-Tanwir fi Mawlid As-Sirdj Al-Munir, Al-Hafiz
Abu Al-Khattdb ‘Umar bin Dihyah mentioned the Hadith of the
Isra’ narrated from Anas, and spoke well about it, then he
said: “The reports of the Hadith of the Isra’ reach the level of
Mutawdtir. They were narrated from Umar bin Al-Khattab, ‘Ali,
Ibn Mas%d, Abu Dharr, Malik bin Sa‘saah, Abu Hurayrah,
Abu Sa4d, Ibn ‘Abbas, Shaddad bin Aws, Ubayy bin Kab,
‘Abdur-Rahman bin Qarat, Abu Habbah Al-Ansari, Abu Layla
Al-Ansari, ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr, Jabir, Hudhayfah, Buraydah,
Abu Ayyab, Abu Umamah, Samurah bin Jundub, Abu Al-
Hamra’, Suhayb Ar-Rami, Umm Hani’, and ‘Aishah and
‘Asma’, the daughters of Abu Bakr As-Siddiq, may Allah be
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pleased with them all. Some of them narrated the incident at
length, and others narrated it more briefly, as was reported in
the Musnad collections. Even though some reports do not
fulfill the conditions of Sahih, nevertheless the Muslims agreed
unanimously on the fact that the Isra’ happened, and it was
rejected only by the heretics and apostates.
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¢They intend to put out the Light of Allah with their mouths.

But Allah will bring His Light to perfection even though the
disbelievers hate (it).% (61:8). '
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€2. And We gave Miisa the Scripture and made it a guidance
for the Children of Israel (saying): “‘Take none other than Me
as (your) Wakil "'y

¢3. "'O offspring of those whom We carried (in the ship) with
Nih! Verily, he was a grateful servant.”y

Miisa and how He was given the Tawrdh

When Alldh mentions how He took His servant Muhammad
#, on the Journey by Night, He follows it by mentioning Musa,
His servant and Messenger who also spoke with Him. Allah
often mentions Muhammad and Misa together, may the peace
and blessings of Allah be upon them both, and he mentions the

Tawrah and the Qur’an together. So after mentioning the Isr@’,
He says:

T 25

o

¢And We gave Miisii the Scripturey, meaning the Tawrah.
€Ly
¢and made ity, meaning the Scripture,
§slay

€a guidancey, meaning a guide,
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dfor the Children of Israel (saying) : ""Take none.. Sy
means, lest they should take,
=) L}J}J o
4" ... other than Me as (your) Wakil''

means, ‘you have no protector, supporter or god besides 1\([6_:,’
because Allah revealed to every Prophet that he should worship
Him alone with no partner or associate. Then Allah says:

4 o UL & g
€O offspring of those whom We carried (in the ship) with Nithy
by addressing the descendants of those who were carried il_q
the ship with Nuh there is a reminder of the blessings, as if
Allah is saying: ‘O descendants of those whom We saved and

carried in the ship with Nih, follow in the footsteps of your
father,

5w S8 Gy

§Verily, he was a grateful servanty. Remember the blessing I have
granted you by sending Muhammad.’ '
Imam Ahmad reported that Anas bin Malik said: “The
Messenger of Allah # said:

el 3o i oo s gt T e e e dp

Allah will be pleased with His servant if, when he eats

something or drinks something, he praises Allah for it.)”
This was also recorded by Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-
Nasa’i.ttl

Malik said about Zayd bin Aslam: “He used to praise Allah
in all circumstances.” In this context, Al-Bukhari mentioned
the Hadith of Abu Zar‘ah narrating from Abu Hurayrah, who
said that the Prophet £ said:

sl £ 5 o3l A5 Za b
«I will be the leader of the sons of Adam on th¢ Day of
Resurrection...)

(U Mustim 4:2095, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 5:536, An-Nasal in Al-Kubra
4:202.
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He quoted the Hadith at length, and in th i
- ) he H
Prophet # said: ¢ Hadih, the
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W ) 6 RS0 15,85 132
They will come to Nith and will say, ‘O Niih, you were the
ﬁrlsltdaf_ the Messengers sent to the people of earth, and Allah
called you grateful servant, so intercede fo ]
cabled ¥ for us with your
And he quoted the Hadith in full.
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7@%4. And We decr@ed for the Children of Israel in the Scripture:
Indeed you would do mischief in the land twice and you will

become tyrants and extremely arrogant!''y

45 . S0, when the promise came for the first of the two, We sent
agmnst you servants of Ours given to terrible warfare. They
entere'd the very innermost parts of your homes. And it was a
promise (completely) fulfilled ¥

46. Then We gave you a return of victory over them. And We

helped you with wealth and children and made you more
numerous in manpower .

47. (And We said) : *If you do good, you do good for your own
selves, and if you do evil (you do it) against yourselves.” Then
when' the second promise came to pass, (We permitted yoml*
enemies) to disgrace your faces and to enter the Masjid as they
had entered it before, and to destroy with utter destruction all
that fell in their hands |

48. It may be that your Lord may show mercy unto you, but if
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UV path Al-Bari 6:431 .
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you return (to sins), Ve shall return (to Our punishment).
And We have made Hell a prison for the disbelievers.y

It was mentioned in the Tawrdh that the Jews would
spread Mischief twice

Allah tells us that He made a declaration to the Children of
Israel in the Scripture, meaning that He had already told them
in the Book which He revealed to them, that they would cause
mischief on the earth twice, and would become tyrants and
extremely arrogant, meaning they would become shameless
oppressors of people, Allah says:

%
§And We made known this decree to him, that the root of those
(sinners) was to be cut off in the early morning .¥(15:66),
meaning, We already told him about that and informed him of
it.

Toe s ds
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The First Episode of Mischief caused by the Jews, and
their Punishment for it
454 5 T
€S0, when the promise came for the first of the twoy meaning the
first of the two episodes of mischief. :
Gl o L TG el B

§We sent against you servants of Ours given to terrible

warfare .
means, ‘We unleashed soldiers against you from among Our
creatures who were given to terrible warfare,” i.e., they had
great strength and weapons and power. They entered the very
innermost parts of your homes, meaning they took possession
of your land and invaded the very innermost parts of your
homes, going between and through your houses, coming and
going freely with no fear of anyone. This was the promise
(completely) fulfilled.

The earlier and later commentators differed over the identity
of these invaders. Many Isrd’fliyyat (reports from Jewish
sources) were narrated about this, but I did not want to make
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this book too long by mentioning them, because some of them
are fabricated, concocted by their heretics, and others may be
true, but we have no need of them, praise be to Allah. What
Allah has told us in His Book (the Qur’an) is sufficient and we
have no need of what is in the other books that came before.
Neither Allah nor His Messenger required us to refer to them.
Allah told His Messenger # that when (the Jews) committed
transgression and aggression, Allah gave their enemies power
over them to destroy their country and enter the innermost
parts of their homes. Their humiliation and subjugation was a
befitting punishment, and your Lord is never unfair or unjust
to His servants. They had rebelled and killed many of the
Prophets and scholars. Ibn Jarir recorded that Yahya bin Sa‘d
said: “I heard Sa‘fd bin Al-Musayyib saying: ‘Nebuchadnezzar

conquered Ash-Sham (Greater Syria, including Palestine),

destroying Jerusalem and killing them, then he came to
Damascus and found blood boiling in a censer. He asked them:
What is this blood? They said: We found our forefathers doing
this. Because of that blood, he killed seventy thousand of the
believers and others, then the blood stopped boiling.”1"!

This report is Sahih from Sa‘id bin Al-Musayyib, and this
event is well-known, as he (Nebuchadnezzar) killed their
nobles and scholars, and did not leave alive anyone who knew
the Tawrah by heart. He took many prisoners from the sons of
the Prophets and others, and did many other things that
would take too long to mention here. If we had found anything
that was correct or close enough, we could have written it and
reported it here. And Allah knows best. -

Then Allah says:

€,

€0 AT o XAy A 2 g
&(And We said) : "If you do good, you do good for your own
selves, and if you do evil (you do it) against yourselves.”y

As Allah says elsewhere:

&
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€Whosoever does a righteous good deed, it is for (the benefit of)'
himself; and whosoever does evil, it is against himself.} [45:15]
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I At-Tabari 17:369.
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The Second Episode of Mischief
Then Alldh says:

—

&3731 285 A Gy
§Then, when the second promise came to pass, ¥ meanin‘g, the
second episode of mischief, when your enemies came agaii,
£La B
§(We permitted your enemies) to disgrace your facesy meaning, to
humiliate you and subdue you,
{0 A5
gand to enter the Masjidy meaning, Bayt Al-Maqdis (Jerusalem).
§0n 5 uas de=d
das they had entered it before,y when they entered the very
innermost parts of your homes.
{ULLP
gand to destroy}y wrecking and inflicting ruin upon it.
€55 0
gall that fell in their hands.} everything they could get their
hands on.
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gwith utter destruction. It may be that your Lord may show mercy
unto youy meaning that He may rid you of them.

Les A s
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gbut if you return (to sins), We shall ?"et';4rf71 (to Our punishment) .
mearfirfg, if you return to causing mischief,

| ey
§We shall returny means, We ‘will once again punish you m this
world, along with the punishment and torment We save for you
in the Hereafter.’
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